Editorial by American Woman\u27s Society of Certified Public Accountants & American Society of Women Accountants
Woman C.P.A. 
Volume 9 Issue 4 Article 1 
6-1947 
Editorial 
American Woman's Society of Certified Public Accountants 
American Society of Women Accountants 
Follow this and additional works at: https://egrove.olemiss.edu/wcpa 
 Part of the Accounting Commons, and the Women's Studies Commons 
Recommended Citation 
American Woman's Society of Certified Public Accountants and American Society of Women Accountants 
(1947) "Editorial," Woman C.P.A.: Vol. 9 : Iss. 4 , Article 1. 
Available at: https://egrove.olemiss.edu/wcpa/vol9/iss4/1 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Archival Digital Accounting Collection at eGrove. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in Woman C.P.A. by an authorized editor of eGrove. For more information, please 
contact egrove@olemiss.edu. 
Vol. 9 JUNE, 1947 Number 4
EDITORIAL
ANNUAL MEETING
Grand Rapids is making enthusiastic plans 
to entertain the joint annual AWSCPA- 
ASWA meeting on August 8-9 at the Pant- 
lind Hotel, and is expecting a banner at­
tendance.
A program is being planned which will 
combine constructive sessions with top- 
notch hospitality. We are especially fortu­
nate in our banquet speaker, who is Frank 
E. Seidman of the nationally-known public 
accounting firm of Seidman & Seidman. He 
is a brilliantly entertaining speaker and 
you are promised a treat.
A feature of the business sessions will be 
a forum, lead by Evelyn Forsyth, on the 
timely and fascinating subject of Employee- 
Employer Relations. Since both employers 
and employees are represented in our socie­
ties something helpful should evolve from 
this discussion, which will cover the follow­
ing phases:
1. What the employee expects of the 
employer.
2. What the employee thinks he owes 
the employer.
3. What the employer expects of the 
employee.
4. What the employer thinks he owes 
the employee.
Friday will be devoted to business and 
administrative sessions and to social fea­
tures. It has been a busy year and one of 
outstanding accomplishment, and the officers 
and committees will have many matters to 
present to you.
On Saturday, in addition to the forum, 
there will be a breakfast, a reception, and 
the banquet. Meetings of the outgoing 
boards will be held Thursday afternoon and 
of the incoming boards on Sunday morning.
Our conferences are memorable occasions. 
If you have never before attended one you 
will find a delightful surprise awaiting you 
at Grand Rapids.
ATLANTA CONFERENCE
A joint regional conference of AWSCPA 
and ASWA was held in Atlanta at the Bilt­
more Hotel on Saturday, May 3. A large 
representation of members of both socie­
ties in the eastern territory attended and 
participated in the formal discussions, and 
enjoyed the surpassing entertainment fea­
tures planned for the visitors.
The conference opened with a luncheon 
on Saturday in the Empire Room, at which 
Susie Sudderth, president of ASWA, pre­
sided. The program included talks on vari­
ous phases of chapter activities. Phoebe 
Comer of Indianapolis discussed the 
AWSCPA award; Jean Neil of Terre Haute, 
membership; Virginia Wood of Atlanta, 
programs; and Jennie Palen of New York, 
legislation.
At the dinner, held in the Pompeian 
Room on Saturday evening, which marked 
the occasion of Atlanta chapter’s annual 
public relations meeting, Marion Frye of 
Cleveland, chairman of the national public 
relations committees of AWSCPA and 
ASWA, talked on Public Relations. The 
principal address was delivered by Dr. 
Catherine Sims, noted historian and lec­
turer, who is associate professor of history 
at Agnes Scott College. Her subject was 
The United Nations, The United States, 
The U. S. S. R. — International Triangle, 
emphasizing the importance of public rela­
tions, or understanding of problems in­
volved, in the establishment of any per­
manent world peace.
OLIVER BILL
The New York CPA law has been amended 
to grant waiver certificates to “applicants 
who have reached the age of 40 years and 
present evidence of fifteen years’ experience 
in the intensive application of accounting 
principles and auditing procedures satis­
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factory to the State Board.” Enactment of 
the bill was vigorously protested by account­
ing societies all over the country as well 
as by bankers, credit men, and the heads of 
industry. In signing the bill the Governor 
issued a word of warning that it could be 
approved solely on the assurance by the 
Education Department that the powers 
granted by it would be used only in excep­
tional cases. He continued:
“If after a year’s experience the Depart­
ment and the Board of Examiners find this 
law unworkable or too loose, it can and 
should be modified or repealed. The high 
standard of public accountancy in New 
York, which led the nation in establishing 
such standards, must not be lowered.”
Regulations have now been issued by the 
State Education Department respecting the 
character of application to be made under 
this bill. From these regulations it appears 
that it is the intention of the Department 
to be most circumspect in granting certifi­
cates under this amendment.
Every effort is being made to minimize 
any evil effects of the bill and to bring about 
its speedy repeal.
NEW LEGISLATIVE THREAT
No sooner had the Bercu case been de­
cided (although it appears probable that it 
will be appealed) than another attack was 
aimed at accountants.
As we go to press there is before the 
Committee of the Judiciary of the House of 
Representatives a bill (HR2657), sponsored 
by committees of the American Bar Asso­
ciation, aimed toward the creation of a 
monopoly for lawyers in all work before 
the Bureau of Internal Revenue, the SEC, 
the FTC, and all other administrative agen­
cies of the government.
This bill, known as the “Administrative 
Practitioners Act,” would set up a creden­
tials committee of five members, at least 
four of them lawyers, appointed by the 
Attorney General, which would issue cre­
dentials to persons admitted to practice 
before Federal agencies. Credentials would 
be issued upon application to members of 
the bar merely upon showing that they are 
in good standing. Non-lawyers could receive 
credentials to practice only if the agency 
concerned adopted rules providing for their 
admission and certified to the credentials 
committee that in the agency’s “informed 
judgment” the applicant possesses “scien­
tific training, experience, social competence, 
peculiar technical ability, knowledge of 
legal requirements, and other qualifications 
requisite for the adequate performance of 
the duties of the practitioners for the pro­
tection of clients and attainment or preser­
vation of their rights.” A further provision 
is that the credentials committee require 
evidence that the applicant possesses knowl­
edge of professional responsibilities as well 
as moral character, repute, and fitness. 
Upon the acceptance by the credentials com­
mittee of such evidence, it would issue 
revocable credentials permitting practice 
limited to the extent specifically authorized 
by the agency concerned.
AWSCPA has filed protests with mem­
bers of Congress against this proposed 
legislation, pointing out that enactment of 
the bill is not in the public interest because 
it would restrict the right of business to 
utilize the services of those best qualified 
to represent it. All members are urged to 
do their utmost to bring about the defeat 
of this bill.
PRONOUNCE IT CORRECTLY
This short discourse will deal with geo­
graphical names and is inspired by an 
announcement of the next meeting of the 
American Institute of Accountants which, 
happily, is to be held in Miami.
While we are still in the North we may 
call it Mee ah’ mee and receive only an occa­
sional pitying glance, but in Florida such 
pronunciation will probably draw loud guf­
faws. So let’s go into training at once and 
learn to say My am’ I and save ourselves 
later embarrassment.
Detroit is another city whose name re­
ceives disrespectful treatment. What is 
the mysterious something which causes so 
many people (most of whom know better) 
to say Dee'troit? A very unmysterious 
something called a dictionary would caution 
them to accent the last syllable, not the first.
In New York State we have a charming 
mountain range called Shawangunk. At 
least it spelled Shawangunk but those who 
are native to the region, those who consult 
dictionaries, and those who read a certain 
road sign at the foot of the mountains 
know that it is pronounced Shon' gum. We 
don’t know why—unless it was done to show 
the British that they are not the only ones 
who can carry off that sort of thing with 
aplomb.
Jennie M. Palen
Entered as second-class matter December 19, 1945, at the Post Office at New York, N. Y., under the Act of March 3, 1879.
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